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Pathway programs, and English Language programs or in the U.S. engaging in Optional Practical 
Training following graduation from a degree program.  
 
53&ȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ population makes it possible for our domestic students to discover the 
world in the classroom and in extracurricular activities. Through partnerships with Students Affairs 
offices, the Global Citizens Project, and the Graduate School, we offer students opportunities to meet 
each other and share cultures.  This access is important to the understanding of other countries and 
cultures and creates a 

https://www.nafsa.org/isev/reports/district?state=FL&district=14&year=2018
https://www.nafsa.org/sites/default/files/media/document/isev-2019.pdf
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needing an extension, several offices on campus work together to help students identify a successful 
path to timely graduation. Academic institutions are well suited to manage this process. The 
proposed rule could interrupt legitimate progress to a degree.  
 
4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ ÒÕÌÅȭÓ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÔÏ Òestrict international student enrollment in language training 
programs to a lifetime aggregate of 24 months (including breaks and an annual vacation) is also 
concerning and would inhibit many students from completing an English as a Second Language (ESL) 
program. The length of time students require in ESL programs varies and can extend beyond 24 
months. At many institutions, including USF, these students transition from language programs to 
full-time degree study. There are valid reasons why a student might need more than two years to 
complete English language study including personal or medical reasons. Under the proposed rule, 
these students would not be eligible to apply for an extension, even if they have valid reasons for not 
completing the program in 24 months. 
 
III. The proposed change from the current Duration of Status policy to a date-specific 

admission does not conform to academic program timelines and lacks flexibility.  
 
Duration of status as defined in 8 CFR 214.2(f)(5) allows F-1 and J-1 visa holders admission to the  
U. S. for an unspecific period of time to complete their studies or research. This regulation includes 
the flexibility necessary for students to pursue their degrees or scholars to engage in research. The 
proposed rule does not provide an admission period beyond 2 or 4 years. For doctorate programs, 
four-year admission limits are impractical and do not conform to traditional academic program 
lengths. T

https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/srvydoctorates/#tabs-2


https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2020/09/28/disputed-immigration-policy-on-foreign-students-usesflawed-report/#579f0f6b3fc5
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2020/09/28/disputed-immigration-policy-on-foreign-students-usesflawed-report/#579f0f6b3fc5
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