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Colibacillosis 

Escherichia coli is a normal component of the flora in the large intestine of warm-blooded animals.  The pathogenic 
strains, which cause enteric disease, are grouped into six categories.  These categories differ in their pathogenesis 
and virulence properties, and each comprises a distinct group of O:H serotypes. 

In terms of zoonoses, the most important category is the enterohemorrhagic, which is also the most severe. Cattle 
are considered the primary reservoir for the enterohemorrhagic  group. The principal etiologic agent of this 
colibacillosis is E. coli O157:H7.   

In man, the incubation period varies from two to nine days.  The appearance of the disease ranges from a slight 


