
  Updat ed
changes prior to noti fyi n g SACSCOC and/or  obtai ni ng SACSCOC approval ; procedur es for 
report i ng subst ant i ve cha nges ; and cost s associ at e d with init i at i ng subst ant ive chang es. Note that 
fail ure to foll ow SACSCOC ’ s requi red p rocedu re s  coul d resul t in SACSCOC putting USF on 
sanct i on, which  will limi t USF ’ s a bil i t y to make su bst ant i ve changes whil e on sa nct i on and for 
three years after being removed from sanction, thereby gr eat l y limi t i ng USF ’ s abil i t y to adapt  
to changi ng budget s, student demand, empl oyer n e eds, facul t y ch anges, and other circum s t an ces.  
 
USF is  requi red to noti fy our acc redi t i ng agen cy, the Sout hern Associ at i on of Colleges and 
School s Commissi on on Colleges (SACSCOC) , of subst ant i ve changes b ef ore impl em ent i ng 
them . In cert ai n circum s t ances  (not ed in the Appendi x) , USF is  requi red to obtai n approval from 
SACSCOC before impl em ent i ng  those  change s . SACSCOC defines a subst ant i ve chang e a s “a 
signi fi cant modi fi cat i on or expans i on of the natur e and scope o f an acc redi t ed inst i t ut i on.”   ; 

• s us pendi ng or term i nat i ng a mode of deli ve r i ng a degree p rogram, majo r, or cert i fi c at e 
program at one or more l ocat i ons wher e it is curre nt l y offered;  

• creat i ng  a new of f -camp us inst ruct i onal site , increas i ng the numbe r of cou rs es off ered at 
an exist i ng off -campus inst ruct i onal site , or expan di ng curri cul ar o ffe ri ngs at an off-
campus inst ruct i onal site  (e.g., off eri ng a se cond major);  

• l i m i t i ng cours es or reduc i ng curri cul ar o ffe ri ngs at an off- campus inst ruct i onal site , or 
closi ng the site  enti rel y ; and  

• ent eri ng into an MOU, MOA, contra ct , or other writ t en agre em ent  with o ther inst i t ut i ons.   
Other subst ant i ve chang e s speci fi ed by SACSCOC in its Substantive Change Policy and 
Procedures a re item i zed in the Appendi x.  
 
Note that SACSCOC must approve a  te ach out pla n before admi s s i on to a program can be 
suspended at one or more locat i ons or a mode of deli veri ng a progr am is susp ended , 
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i ns t ruct i onal site requi res prior authori zat i on from SACSCOC . These “ cost s ”  of suspe ndi ng 
curri cul a r off eri ngs and closi ng inst r uct i onal sites shoul d be consi dered b ef ore openi ng ne w 
inst ruct i onal sites or expandi ng curri cul ar off eri n gs at exist i ng sites. 
 
Note also that SACSC OC r equires the first two n ew inst r uct i onal sites cre at ed afte r Janua ry 1, 
2021 to undergo a
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res pons i bi l i t y to noti fy the SACS COC Accredi t at i on L iaison immedi at el y. The SACS COC 
Accredi t at i on L iaison is then respons i bl e fo r noti fyi ng SACSCOC of the change .  
 
To ensure that ch anges  th at may be consi de red sub st ant i ve do not go unrepo rt ed, which coul d 
jeopardi ze USF’s inst i t ut i onal accr edi t at i on and/or resul t in USF being for c ed to return feder al 
financi al aid funds that h ave alr eady be en aw ard e d to student s, vic e  provos t s, vice presi dent s, 
deans, dire ct ors , or thei r desi gne e s  shoul d revi e w internal proc es s es to ens ure timel y report i ng of 
subst ant i ve changes , payi ng part i cul ar attent i on to changes that oc cur at off -campus inst ruct i onal 
sites and to suspens i ons of acad em i c off eri ngs (in cludi ng cert i fi cat e progr a m s)  at any locat i ons.  
 
If an acad em i c unit is consi deri ng any of the subs t ant i ve changes list ed in the Appendi x, the 
coll ege de an or desi gne e must  cont act the Provost and SACSCOC Accredi t at i on Liaison  in 
w rit i ng mont hs before th e coll ege hop es to impl em ent the change . For cha nges requi ri ng prior 
approval from SACSCOC, the proces s may tak e 18 months  or more.  
 
If a SACSCOC site visi t will be requi red  (as may be  the cas e with internat i on al off -campus 
inst ruct i onal sites) , budget approval from Resourc e Managem ent and Anal ysi s (RMA) will be 
requi red b efor e docum en t at i on is subm i t t ed to SACSCOC. The SACSCOC Accredi t at i on 
Liaison can fa ci l i t at e this budget app roval pro ces s.  
 
 


