




The 4-Star Review
Insights and observations  from General McKenzie, who served from 2019 - 2022 as  

Commander of United States Central Command (USCENTCOM) 

I’ve spent a good portion of my life and most of my 
professional career studying the Middle East. I’ve spent 
time in nearly all the countries in the region and have a lot 
of experience in it. As a military historian, I recognize the 
extreme volatility that has plagued the region for hundreds 
of years, dating back to the Ottoman Empire’s war with the 
Iranian Safavid Dynasty.

Bluntly, I believe now is the most dangerous period of 
time in the Greater Middle East that I can 
recall. And, just as bluntly, I believe Iran 
is the greatest danger and greatest threat 
in the region. 

In “The Iran Enigma: Navigating 
Security and Strategy,” we explored the 
geopolitical chaos cultivated and exported 
by Iran and its Islamic Revolutionary 
government, led by Supreme Leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The country is 
ruled by a thuggish, theocratic regime that 
is bad news for everyone.  It’s a regime that 
America has consistently underestimated 
and frequently overlooked because of 
wishful thinking “that it will just sort of go away.” 

It’s not going to go away. It’s an Imperial culture that is 
thousands of years old and will continue to be a dominant 
country in the region for a long time. 

The current Iranian government considers itself a 
revolutionary regime. They are determined for their 
revolution to outlive their generation without changing. 
That’s a rare occurrence. Seldom do revolutions outlive the 
revolutionary generation. 

The current regime in Iran knows this and they are 
determined to guarantee the survival of their revolution by 
whatever means necessary and to export it throughout the 
region.

Despite this and the inconsistent messaging and policies 
from the United States about our role and responsibilities 
in the Middle East, I believe there is a path forward for us 
and it is centered on air and missile defense. The primary 
and growing threat from Iran is that of ballistic missile, 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLm9bckPQyMTohGAbdty7uPx0dpzTppEyJ
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https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=curUF8CsxtTWMyIk&t=620
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https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=X8Nm8eK4RApcYwd_&t=1570
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VHFXULW\�FRXQFLO�ZLOO�KDYH�FRQFOXGHG�LWV�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�,UDQLDQ�QXFOHDU�LVVXH��DQG�WKH�LWHP�QRQ�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�
ZLOO�EH�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�OLVW�RI�PDWWHUV�RI�ZKLFK�WKH�
FRXQFLO�LV�VHL]HG�������6R��ZH�KDYH�HVVHQWLDOO\�IURP�QRZ�
XQWLO�2FWREHU�RI������WR�VWLOO�RSHUDWH�ZLWKLQ�ZKDW�LV�OHIW�RI�
UHVROXWLRQ������´ 
 
7KHUH�DUH�FDOOV�WR�LQYRNH�WKH�VQDSEDFN�EHIRUH�WKH�UHVROXWLRQ�
H[SLUHV�DQG�GLVFXVVLRQV�RYHU�ZKLFK�FRXQWULHV�RI�WKH�3����
ZRXOG�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�LQYRNH�LW��Slavin pondered��³:LOO�WKH\�
GR�LW"�,�UDWKHU�GRXEW�LW��,�WKLQN�WKH�RQO\�WKLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�JHW�
WKHP�WR�LQYRNH�VQDSEDFN�LV�LI�,UDQ�DFWXDOO\�ZHQW�DKHDG�DQG�
EXLOW�D�QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQ�EHWZHHQ�QRZ�DQG�2FWREHU�RI������´ 
 
6ODYLQ�FODLPHG�,UDQ�ZDV�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�FURVV�WKDW�OLQH�\HW�
DV�WKH\�DUH�JHWWLQJ�EHQH¿WV�IURP�EHLQJ�D�QXFOHDU�WKUHVKROG�
SRZHU��,Q�KLV�UHPDUNV��*HQHUDO��5HW���.HQQHWK�)��0F.HQ]LH 
believes “the Iranians value the ability to build a nuclear 
ZHDSRQ��DQG�LW�VHHPV�WR�PH��WKH\�YDOXH�WKH�LGHD�PRUH�WKDQ�
the actual physical act of building one by holding some 
degree of ambiguity in this process. They can leverage the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�������DOZD\V�SOD\LQJ�IRU�PRUH�FRQFHVVLRQV�
ZKLOH�VWD\LQJ�FR\O\�MXVW�EHORZ�WKH�WKUHVKROG�RI�EUHDNRXW�´�
Azodi agreed�ZLWK�*HQHUDO�0F.HQ]LH��UHPDUNLQJ��³,UDQ�
ZDQWV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�QXFOHDU�RSWLRQ�ZKLOH�XVLQJ�LWV�FDSDFLW\�
WR�H[WUDFW�FRQFHVVLRQV�LQ�RWKHU�¿HOGV�´�

Dario Teicher�VWDWHG�³LW�VHHPV�WKH�,UDQLDQV��ZKDW�WKH\¶UH�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�LV�WR�EH�WUHDWHG�OLNH�ZH�WUHDW�,VUDHO��(YHU\RQH�
DVVXPHV�WKH\�KDYH�LW�>QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQV@��6R��,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�
\RX¶OO�HYHU�VHH�EUHDNRXW�������EXW�\RX�ZLOO�VHH�,UDQ�JDWKHU�DOO�
the pieces.” 

Davenport added another consideration, “Iran’s nuclear 
OHYHUDJH�UHDOO\�KDP嘀̀圀䭐䠀

https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=iEruTO3jrnKeNQ3i&t=1642
https://youtu.be/kgJzDXhWfdw?si=b0wIik-Fun31WbUs&t=395
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=CUbhGDBTuH32Bdle&t=283
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=Uoz9hLdlTAkQCrPH&t=2008
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=8ZLfphg3Ogt8zzXl&t=889
https://youtu.be/kgJzDXhWfdw?si=-jGc4VYGcCGsH-aM&t=670
https://youtu.be/kgJzDXhWfdw?si=-jGc4VYGcCGsH-aM&t=670
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=eNQoVsSVEAtO6ZRR&t=1128
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=364bA65OWNHOkU1X&t=905
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=yj0745OKEII7n2am&t=3498
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=l6O3Lyw6qNaSpti4&t=2088
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VSRNH�WR�WKH�3UROLIHUDWLRQ�6HFXULW\�,QLWLDWLYH��36,���D�JOREDO�
HIIRUW�EHWZHHQ�SDUWQHU�QDWLRQV��PHDQW�WR�VWRS�WKH�WUDI¿FNLQJ�
RI�ZHDSRQV�RI�PDVV�GHVWUXFWLRQ�5  Teicher stated, “The 
SUREOHP�ZLWK�36,�LV�WKDW�LW�LV�OLPLWHG��:H�RQO\�KDYH�RQH�
GHOHJDWLRQ�SXW�WRJHWKHU�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��7KH\�OLNH�NHHSLQJ�
control up there. So, trying to hit these countries several 
WLPHV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS�WDNHV�WLPH�´

Davenport�VSRNH�WR�WKH�YRODWLOLW\�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��³,�GRQ¶W�
WKLQN�WKDW�DW�WKLV�PRPHQW�,UDQ�ZDQWV�D�QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQ��
EXW�WKH�ULVN�RI�PLVFDOFXODWLRQ�LV�YHU\�KLJK�������7KH�ULVN�
RI�XV�PLVLQWHUSUHWLQJ�DQ�,UDQLDQ�PRYH��WKH�ULVN�RI�,UDQ�
PLVLQWHUSUHWLQJ�KRZ�PXFK�URRP�LW�KDV�WR�PDQHXYHU��$OO�RI�
WKDW�DJDLQ�VRUW�RI�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�ULVN�RI�PLVFDOFXODWLRQ�´�6KH�
DOVR�FRQVLGHUHG�ZKDW�D�QHZ�DJUHHPHQW�PLJKW�ORRN�OLNH��³,Q�
WKH�VKRUW�WHUP��,�VWLOO�WKLQN�ZH�QHHG�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�VRPH�
type of stabilizing transactional deal that provides Iran 
ZLWK�VRPH�OLPLWHG�EHQH¿W�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�
monitoring of Iran’s nuclear program.”  
 
Slavin�DVVHUWHG�³ZH�FDQ�SURSRVH�YDULRXV�PHDVXUHV�LQ�
return for various concessions that do not have to be 
EURXJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�8�6��&RQJUHVV�DQG�VFUXWLQL]HG�XQGHU�
WKH�OHJLVODWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�SDVVHG�ZKHQ�WKH�-&32$�ZHQW�
LQWR�HIIHFW��,W¶V�SUREDEO\�WKH�EHVW�ZH�FDQ�GR�´�6KH�ZHQW�
RQ�WR�VWDWH��³,�WKLQN�,UDQ�LV�VWLOO�D�UDWLRQDO�DFWRU�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
LQÀXHQFHG�ZLWK�SUDJPDWLF�LQFHQWLYHV�DQG�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�
H[KDXVW�HYHU\�RWKHU�RSWLRQ�EHIRUH�ZH�WDON�DERXW�WKH�PLOLWDU\�
option.”

Iran’s Social Movements
Raheleh Dayerizadeh started the panel discussion by 
highlighting Iran’s rich history of social movements and 
its culture of activism. The panel discussion focused on 
WKH�SDVW�DQG�FXUUHQW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�,UDQ�DQG�
the regime’s response to recent protests.  Dayerizadeh 
stated��³<RX�VHH�ZRPHQ�LQ�,UDQ�IURQW�DQG�FHQWHU�RI�WKHVH�
PRYHPHQWV��,UDQLDQ�ZRPHQ�SXW�WKHLU�ERGLHV�RQ�WKH�OLQH�
every day.” 

&RPPDQGHU�1LFROH�&DOH put into context the courage 
and determination of the Iranian population as they have 
suffered over many years. She dove into the history of 
,UDQ¶V�UHVLVWDQFH�PRYHPHQWV�DQG�PDGH�LW�YHU\�FOHDU��³ZKHQ�
\RX�WDON�DERXW�,UDQ��\RX�PXVW�WDNH�FDUH�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHJLPH�DQG�WKH�,UDQLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ��:H�OLYH�LQ�
D�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�D�JRYHUQPHQW�WKDW�LV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH��VR�ZH�
GRQ¶W�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�PDNH�WKDW�VHSDUDWLRQ�´�She explained 

that the Regime does not represent the beliefs of most of 
the Iranian population and said, “Elections in Iran are not 
free, fair, and representative.” 
 
&RPPDQGHU�&DOH�ZHQW�RQ�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�UHJLPH�LV�KHDGHG�
E\�D�VXSUHPH�OHDGHU�ZKRVH�PDLQ�REMHFWLYH�LV�WR�VWD\�LQ�
SRZHU��+HU�UHPDUNV�HFKRHG�0F.HQ]LH¶V�HDUOLHU�FRPPHQWV 
DV�KH�EHOLHYHG�WKH�UHFHQW������DQG������SURWHVWV�ZHUH�QRW�
capable of moving the center of gravity of the Iranian state.

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������WKH�:RPHQ��/LIH��)UHHGRP�PRYHPHQW�
VWDUWHG�DIWHU�WKH�GHDWK�RI�D����\HDU�ROG�.XUGLVK�,UDQLDQ�
ZRPDQ��0DKVD�$PLQL��$PLQL�GLHG�DIWHU�KHU�GHWDLQPHQW�
by Iran’s morality police under allegations that she had 
YLRODWHG�WKH�KLMDE�ODZ�ZKLFK�UHTXLUHV�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�
WR�NHHS�WKHLU�KDLU�DQG�ERGLHV�FRYHUHG���$V�QHZV�RI�WKH�
circumstances of her death spread, the traditional 40 days 
RI�PRXUQLQJ�PRUSKHG�LQWR�SURWHVWV��7KHVH�SURWHVWV�¿UVW�
VWDUWHG�LQ�KHU�KRPHWRZQ�DQG�WKHQ�VSUHDG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
country. Negar Mortazavi�H[SODLQHG�VKH�YLHZHG�WKH�SURWHVWV�
DV�D�IHPLQLVW�XSULVLQJ�OHG�E\�ZRPHQ�DQG�JLUOV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
country demanding a fundamental change from the regime– 
QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�:RPHQ��/LIH��)UHHGRP�PRYHPHQW��
Mortazavi said��³,�VDZ�LW�DV�D�IHPLQLVW�XSULVLQJ��EXW�DOVR�
ZLWK�DOOLHV�DQG�LQWHUVHFWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\�RI�SURWHVWHUV��HDFK�
EULQJLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�JULHYDQFHV��SROLWLFDO��HFRQRPLF��VRFLDO��
even cultural to the streets.”

7KH�:RPHQ��/LIH��)UHHGRP�PRYHPHQW�GLGQ¶W�RFFXU�
separate from outside civil resistance instances. 
&RPPDQGHU�&DOH�ZDV�TXLFN�WR�SRLQW�RXW�³:RPHQ�KDYH�
been protesting the hijab and their treatment since the 
regime’s beginning. The population has protested for 
UHIRUP�LQ�WKH�SDVW��DQG�LQVWHDG�RI�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKHLU�HYHU�
JURZLQJ�JULHYDQFHV��WKH�UHJLPH�GRXEOHV�GRZQ�ZLWK�
increased degradation.” Mortazavi also illustrated that 
before Masha Amini’s death, there had been other instances 
RI�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ��7KLV�JHQHUDWHG�DQJHU�DQG�
EHFDPH�D�ZDWHUVKHG�PRPHQW�DV�ZRPHQ�KDYH�EHHQ�¿JKWLQJ�
this dress code for decades.  Mortazavi said many people 
VDZ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�$PLQL��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�
community. “To the majority of the Iranian society, she 
ORRNHG�YHU\�QRUPDO��,Q�IDFW��D�ORW�RI�UHOLJLRXV�ZRPHQ�GR�
GUHVV�OLNH�WKDW�´�Mortazavi said. 

7KH�:RPHQ��/LIH��)UHHGRP�SURWHVWV�ZHUH�OHG�SULPDULO\�
E\�ZRPHQ�DQG�*HQ�=�JLUOV��ZLWK�VRFLDO�PHGLD�DOVR�JUHDWO\�
LPSDFWLQJ�WKH�PRYHPHQW��³*HQ�=�JLUOV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�GLG�

https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=PMN2EEdRYvxzsNAK&t=2190
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=y8kgDKe_oNuseQbH&t=1292
https://youtu.be/yI3ofoktPWY?si=JDVGLGuGahqu_byk&t=1827
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=0CeocQ0wgqtIA2U8&t=78
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=ivYUyiU4F3U7IhAW&t=150
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=ivYUyiU4F3U7IhAW&t=150
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=Uv0y7Pzn20v-eR9Q&t=450
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=SfiVR_QcbeGqdbNN&t=503
https://youtu.be/kgJzDXhWfdw?si=n6nv6wR0YXrLeoIX&t=271
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=cu6AZqCJfoGU5bLz&t=1609
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=As6nXMNbPfbvsCU8&t=1629
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=xNfJZSa50C-9_dYK&t=837
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=euE8ps2LBHKM1_xl&t=1994
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D�SKHQRPHQDO�MRE�XSORDGLQJ�FRQWHQW�RQ�SODWIRUPV�OLNH�
7LN7RN�VR�WKDW�WKHLU�ZRUGV��GHHGV��LPDJHV�ZRXOG�JR�
viral,” &RPPDQGHU�&DOH�VDLG. “Protests played out on the 
ZRUOG�VWDJH�LQ�QHDU�UHDO�WLPH�´�'D\HUL]DGHK�DOVR�PDGH�WKH�
SRLQW�WKDW�WKH�\RXQJHU�JHQHUDWLRQV�DUH�QRW�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�
WUDGLWLRQDO�PHGLD�VRXUFHV�VXFK�DV�WHOHYLVLRQ��QHZVSDSHUV�
or online media outlets, rather, they are getting their 
information from their peers or social media. Dayerizadeh 
said��³6R�WKH�*HQ�=�WKDW�LV�YHU\�DFWLYH�SDUW�RI�WKLV�PRVW�
recent movement are communicating in mediums that the 
SHRSOH�DEURDG�DUH�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�RXWVLGH�RI�,UDQ�DV�ZHOO��
$QG�WKHLU�QHWZRUN�LV�PXFK�ZLGHU�WKDQ�ZH�WKLQN�´

The internet has greatly changed the information and media 
ODQGVFDSH��DOORZLQJ�IRU�IDVWHU��PRUH�GLYHUVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�
UHDFK�D�EURDGHU�DXGLHQFH��,W�KDV�DOVR�DOORZHG�IRU�WKH�VSUHDG�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQOLQH�ZLWKRXW�DWWUDFWLQJ�WKH�UHJLPH¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�
³$�IDPRXV�SROLWLFDO�¿JXUH�VDLG�VRPHWKLQJ�RQ�D�<RX7XEH�
channel that if he had been saying it on Voice of America or 
%%&��KH�ZRXOG�EH�DUUHVWHG�´�Mortazavi said, “He certainly 
ZRXOGQ¶W�EH�DEOH�WR�VD\�LW�RQ�QDWLRQDO�WHOHYLVLRQ�´

Regime Legitimacy
Some of the regimes’ attempts to suppress protestors 
included mass arrests, brute force, and internet disruptions. 
$V�VWDWHG�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�SDQHO��WKH�:RPHQ��/LIH��)UHHGRP�
PRYHPHQW�LV�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�SURWHVW�LQ�,UDQ��(PLO\�%ORXW�
ZDONHG�WKURXJK�WKH�������������DQG������SURWHVWV��DORQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�:RPHQ��/LIH��)UHHGRP�SURWHVWV�DQG�SXW�LQWR�
context the internet and infrastructure capabilities. As she 
did, VKH�ZRQGHUHG�³WKH�UHJLPH�ULJKW�QRZ�ODFNV�NH\�SLOODUV�
RI�OHJLWLPDF\��,W�ODFNV�OHJLWLPDF\�WKURXJK�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ��,W�
ODFNV�OHJLWLPDF\�WKURXJK�UHOLJLRQ��6R�ZKDW�HOVH�LV�VWDQGLQJ�
up this regime?”  

The 2009 Green Movement protests centered around that 
year’s presidential election.7�³7KH\�MXVW�ZDQWHG�WR�VHH�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�UHVSRQG�WR�DQG�JLYH�D�JRRG�UHVSRQVH�WR�ZKDW�
WKH\�VDZ�DV�IUDXG�DQG�WKHLU�RZQ�GLVHQIUDQFKLVHPHQW�´�
Blout explained��7KH�SURWHVWV�ODVWHG�DERXW�D�ZHHN�EHIRUH�

https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=WyJe5ZNxB6wvJanJ&t=1232
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=HGJ_bWw1cX7ghYDu&t=4585
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=HGJ_bWw1cX7ghYDu&t=4585
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=YUw6K8FsU-7JQ1Ng&t=4405
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=BkTjsr2b8Tf0DuBW&t=2591
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=uE7dLPBtKQvit1yq&t=2684
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=6nXMCwjvokTAwLn5&t=2938
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=DzXChnxF-aRfBcka&t=3248
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=i7f6NOHFudYJl8aH&t=3327
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=_B5SQNd1DrV4s6MO&t=3711
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Failed movement or a way to move forward
*HQHUDO�0F.HQ]LH stated the main priority of Iranian 
leadership is the preservation of the theocratic regime. 
³,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V��WKHUH�DUH�IDOVH�KRSHV��DQG�ZH�GUDZ�PXFK�

https://youtu.be/kgJzDXhWfdw?si=n6nv6wR0YXrLeoIX&t=268
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=1NCNARcYbnN8ZR_i&t=1722
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=KFDgcjAr43zCF8M1&t=890
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=t3MUxp-ber-7vHNk&t=3800
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=t3MUxp-ber-7vHNk&t=3800
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=vhmKHpjoieiA4WaN&t=1776
https://youtu.be/nE77VTcobJY?si=m_xnfhOwmRPa9o1W&t=3822
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Speakers:  
General (Ret) General Kenneth F. McKenzie��([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�RI�*16,�DQG�IRUPHU�&RPPDQGHU�RI�8�6��&HQWUDO�
&RPPDQG��86&(17&20�
Fireside Chat:
Mohsen Milani, PhD,�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�6WUDWHJLF�	�'LSORPDWLF�6WXGLHV��DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6RXWK�
Florida
Vali Nasr, PhD,�WKH�0DMLG�.KDGGXUL�3URIHVVRU�RI�0LGGOH�(DVW�6WXGLHV�DQG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$IIDLUV�DW�-RKQV�+RSNLQV�
University
Panel 1:
Arman Mahmoudian, PhD,��0RGHUDWRU��5HVLGHQW�5HVHDUFK�)HOORZ��*16,�DQG�$GMXQFW�)DFXOW\�RI�86)�-XG\�*HQVKDIW�
+RQRUV�&ROOHJH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6RXWK�)ORULGD 
Sanam Vakil, PhD��'LUHFWRU��0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�1RUWK�$IULFD�3URJUDPPH��&KDWKDP�+RXVH 
Major General Sean Salene,�'LUHFWRU�IRU�6WUDWHJ\��3ODQV�DQG�3ROLF\��-����86&(17&20 
Alex Vatanka,�'LUHFWRU�RI�,UDQ�3URJUDP�DQG�6HQLRU�)HOORZ��%ODFN�6HD�3URJUDP�DW�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�,QVWLWXWH
Panel 2:
Sina Azodi, PhD��0RGHUDWRU��9LVLWLQJ�6FKRODU�DQG�3URIHVVRULDO�/HFWXUHU�DW�WKH�*HRUJH�:DVKLQJWRQ�8QLYHUVLW\¶V�(OOLRWW�
School of International Affairs 
Barbara Slavin,�-RXUQDOLVW�DQG�'LVWLQJXLVKHG�)HOORZ�DW�WKH�6WLPVRQ�&HQWHU 
Dario Teicher,�$UPV�&RQWURO�DQG�3UROLIHUDWLRQ�6HFXULW\�,QLWLDWLYH��36,��3URJUDPV�0DQDJHU��86&(17&20 
Kelsey Davenport,�'LUHFWRU�IRU�1RQSUROLIHUDWLRQ�3ROLF\�DW�WKH�$UPV�&RQWURO�$VVRFLDWLRQ��
Panel 3:
Raheleh Dayerizadeh, PhD���0RGHUDWRU��$VVLVWDQW�'LUHFWRU�IRU�WKH�(GXFDWLRQ�$EURDG�2I¿FH�DQG�$GMXQFW�)DFXOW\�DW�
USF 
Commander Nicole Cale,�,UDQ�6WUDWHJLVW��-����8�6��6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�&RPPDQG 
Emily Blout, PhD,�6HQLRU�9LVLWLQJ�5HVHDUFK�)HOORZ��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�&RXQWHUWHUURULVP��5HLFKPDQ�8QLYHUVLW\ 
Negar Mortazavi,�-RXUQDOLVW��6HQLRU�)HOORZ��&HQWHU�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3ROLF\��

Disclaimer:
7KLV�GRFXPHQW�ZDV�SUHSDUHG�E\�WKH�*OREDO�DQG�1DWLRQDO�6HFXULW\�,QVWLWXWH��*16,��DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6RXWK�)ORULGD��86)���*16,�'HFLVLRQ�%ULHIV�DLP�WR�LQIRUP�WKH�UHDGHU�
RQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�SROLF\�LVVXH�WR�HQKDQFH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�ZKLOH�SURSRVLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�SROLF\PDNHUV�QHHG�WR�DGGUHVV��7KH�DQDO\VLV�DQG�YLHZV�SUHVHQWHG�KHUH�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�
DXWKRU�V��DQG�GR�QRW�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�YLHZV�RI�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�'HIHQVH�RU�LWV�FRPSRQHQWV�RU�WKH�86)�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RU�LWV�FRPSRQHQWV��

Endnotes

1 “The International Atomic Energy Agency” U.S. Department of State, Accessed May 5, 2024, KWWSV���ZZZ�VWDWH�JRY�LDHD���a�WH[W 7KH���
IAEA%20strengthens%20the%20global,effort%20to%20prevent%20nuclear%20terrorism.

2� 5RELVRQ��.DOL��³:KDW�,V�WKH�,UDQ�1XFOHDU�'HDO"´�FIU�RUJ��&RXQFLO�RQ�)RUHLJQ�5HODWLRQV��ODVW�PRGL¿HG�2FWREHU������������KWWSV���ZZZ�FIU�RUJ�
EDFNJURXQGHU�ZKDW�LUDQ�QXFOHDU�GHDO 

�� ³5HVROXWLRQ�������������RQ�,UDQ�1XFOHDU�,VVXH�´�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO���DFFHVVHG�0D\����������KWWSV���ZZZ�XQ�RUJ�VHFXULW\FRXQFLO�
FRQWHQW������EDFNJURXQG

4 0LOOV��&ODLUH��´�:KDW�LV�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�,UDQ�QXFOHDU�GHDO"´�+RXVH�RI�&RPPRQV�/LEUDU\���$SULO�����������

https://www.state.gov/iaea/#:~:text=The%20IAEA%20strengthens%20the%20global,effort%20to%20prevent%20nuclear%20terrorism
https://www.state.gov/iaea/#:~:text=The%20IAEA%20strengthens%20the%20global,effort%20to%20prevent%20nuclear%20terrorism
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-iran-nuclear-deal
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-iran-nuclear-deal
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/2231/background
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/2231/background
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9870/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9870/
https://www.state.gov/proliferation-security-initiative/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/16/world/middleeast/mahsa-amini-iran-protests-hijab-profile.html?searchResultPosition=1 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/16/world/middleeast/mahsa-amini-iran-protests-hijab-profile.html?searchResultPosition=1 
https://apnews.com/article/ab649e2190834e19b1f006f76493645f
https://apnews.com/article/ab649e2190834e19b1f006f76493645f
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/citations/AD1107324
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/citations/AD1107324
https://www.cnn.com/2017/12/30/world/iran-protests-issues/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2017/12/30/world/iran-protests-issues/index.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/17/iran-no-justice-bloody-2019-crackdown
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/17/iran-no-justice-bloody-2019-crackdown
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