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A Message from Dr. Nate von der Embse, Coordinator of Admissions  
 
Welcome to the School Psychology Program at the University of South Florida in Tampa, FL! 
Thank you for your interest in our program! I would like to introduce you to our program and 
provide you with some insight into the admissions process. In addition to reading the information 
below, please visit the section of our website that is labeled Admissions Information. You will 
see it on the grey bar in the middle of our homepage

/education/areas-of-study/school-psychology/programs/admission-requirements.aspx
/education/areas-of-study/school-psychology/
https://iscp.usf.edu/
https://iscp.usf.edu/
/education/blog/2023/school-mental-health-collaborative-a-new-research-center.aspx
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socioeconomic status, language, religion, gender, sexual identity, country of origin, etc., among 
our students creates a safe and supportive environment that enhances learning for all and allows 
students to be exposed to the perspectives of others whose life experiences have been different 
from their own. In addition to actively seeking a diverse student body, we also strive to create 
learning environments in which collaboration is emphasized over competition and students are 
supported to achieve their individual goals. Specific training experiences (e.g., cooperative 
learning, immersion in practicum settings that reflect diverse learners) and many levels of 
mentoring (i.e., student to student, individual faculty member to student, faculty dyad to student 
cohort) have been incorporated into the program to promote skills in collaboration and to access 
support from and build positive relationships with others in the program.  
 
Degree Information 
Our program is both APA-accredited and NASP-approved. We offer two degree programs—an 
Ed.S. and a Ph.D. You may apply to either program with a bachelor’s degree in any field; we 
suggest (but do not require) the completion of three undergraduate courses in statistics, research 
methods, and tests and measurement. Related coursework may also “count” for these three 
content areas. Students earn a master’s degree at the end of their first year of training—please 
note, a Master’s degree is NOT required to enter into either program. The Education 
Specialist degree, or Ed.S., is conferred to recognize the advanced level of training required for 
certification.  
 
In terms of the time to degree completion, the Ed.S. typically takes 3 years to complete. That 
includes 2 years of coursework and a school-year long internship. Ed.S. students also complete a 
thesis or an Ed.S. project (i.e., typically a program evaluation, case study, or intervention group). 
Many students complete their Ed.S. internships in the area around Tampa, but it is possible to 
complete an Ed.S. internship elsewhere with prior faculty approval. The Ph.D. program usually 
takes 5 years to complete. It includes 3 years of coursework, a year of dissertation work,
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The Student Experience 
Our students typically are supported through assistantships, which provide students with a bi-
monthly stipend, tuition waivers, and student health insurance. At this time, all of our students 
who have met program milestones are supported by assistantships, which is very rare in 
School Psychology training programs across the US. These assistantships are primarily grant-
funded, which often 
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strongly encourage you to check out the National Association of School Psychologists’ 
website, which you can access at http://www.nasponline.org/. Consider meeting with a 
practicing school psychologist and, even better, shadow a school psychologist. It will be 
important for you to understand the specifics of what a school psychologist does if you 
are invited for an interview. It is readily apparent when we read applications that are 
“generic” and not specific to USF and our training philosophy or without an 
understanding of school at the primary setting for our work.  

 
2) Carefully select who writes your letters of recommendation. It is highly desirable to have 

letters from individuals who can speak to your academic potential. Ideally, these 
individuals have had you in an academic class and can share with us their perceptions of 
your ability to conceptualize ideas, to express yourself verbally and in writing, and to 
perform graduate work in general. If you plan to apply to the Ph.D. program, a letter of 
recommendation should specifically address your research skills, interests, and potential. 
It is always beneficial to have a letter of recommendation that could speak to your 
school-based or educational experiences, including work with children.    

 
3) Write a very strong :*"*!0!,*&+<&=+"$- that is individualized and specific to our program. 

This is your opportunity to tell us about yourself. Indicate clearly, the role of a school 
psychologist as a systems change agent from a social justice lens. In 2-3 single-spaced 
pages, tell us your story and why you are applying to our program. Successful applicants 
clearly align goals to the systems change and prevention focus of our program while 
indicating 
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