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mental illness,6 state leaders are considering how much training time should be allocated to 
these complex calls. At least one responding state is conducting a job-task analysis to inform 
the standard training hours devoted to mental health and de-escalation among other topics.

Despite variability in standards and training curricula, all states can play an important role in supporting 
local law enforcement training. State minimum standards can help build momentum for change, 
encourage behavioral health-law enforcement partnerships at a systems level, and encourage academies 
and local police agencies to consistently address key issue areas.

The CSG Justice Center prepared this paper based on the survey conducted by IADLEST. The work was 
conducted with support from the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), U.S. Department of Justice, under 
grant numbers 2012-MO-BX-K001 and 2016-MU-BX-K003. BJA is a component of the Office of Justice 
Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the Office 
of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking. Visit www.bja.gov for 
more information.

The opinions and findings in this document are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice or the members of the Council of 
State Governments or IADLEST. The supporting federal agency reserves the right to reproduce, publish, 
translate, or otherwise use and authorize others to use all or any part of the copyrighted material in this 
publication. 

Suggested Citation: Martha Plotkin and Talia Peckerman, The Variability in Law Enforcement State 
Standards: A 42-State Survey on Mental Health and Crisis De-escalation Training, (New York: CSG 
Justice Center 2017). 

This report was written by the CSG Justice Center’s Martha Plotkin and Talia Peckerman. Survey 
development and report review were conducted by Gerard Murphy and Nicola Smith-Kea. Editing 
was provided by Karen Watts and Darby Baham. Michael Becar and Mark Damitio of IADLEST 
provided guidance and direction on the overall effort, as well as overseeing a focus group and survey 
implementation. Thanks are also due to Maria Fryer and Ruby Qazilbash at BJA for their unflagging 
support for this project.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
There are extensive resources on law enforcement training related to responding to people with 
mental illnesses. To get started, see

✓  CSG Justice Center Resources at csgjusticecenter.org/law-enforcement.  

✓  Police Mental Health Collaboration Toolkit (BJA) at www.bja.gov/pmhc. 

✓  CIT Training at www.citinternational.org/.  

✓  Mental Health First Aid Training at www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/cs/.  
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http://csgjusticecenter.org/law-enforcement
http://www.bja.gov/pmhc
http://www.citinternational.org/
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