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Step 1 
Discuss your anticipated thesis topic with a faculty member who would be an appropriate 
major professor for the project. This should be someone with whom you have taken 



Because the thesis proposal defense serves as the required master’s level comprehensive 
exam, you should be prepared to answer questions that assess your knowledge of the 
secondary sources in your thesis proposal bibliography.  

Following a successful defense, your major professor and other committee members sign 
and date the title page of your thesis proposal. (Click here for a sample title page.) Submit 
this title page to the Graduate Advisor along with a copy of your proposal and the 
Graduate Thesis Committee Form (if not submitted previously). Your major professor 
submits the MA Proposal Defense Form. 

NOTE: 



The final thesis must include a title page with signature and date lines for your major 
professor a


